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ask me to come"? of the old Pundit, when they
remonstrated.

Such points, however, ate only interesting as
personal characteristics. Of a deeper importance is
the question as to the conviction that spoke through
them. What was this ? Whether did it tend ? His
whole life was a search for the common basis of
Hinduism. To his sound judgment the idea that
two pice postage, cheap travel, and a common
language of affairs could create a national
unity, was obviously childish and superficial*
TJiese 'things could only be made to serve
old, India's turn if she already possessed a deep
organic unit^ of which they might conveniently-
become an expression. Was such a unity existent or
not ? For something like eight years he wandered
about the land changing his name at every village;
learning of every one he met, gaining a vision as
accurate and minute as it was profound and generaL
It was this great quest that overshadowed him with
its certainty when, at the Parliament of Religions*
he stood before the West and proyed that Hinduism
converged upon a single imperative of perfect freedom
so completely as/to be'fully capable of intellectual
aggression as any other faith/

It never occurred to him that his own "people were*
IB any respect less than the equals of any otheir
nation whatsoever. Being well aware that religion